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[Grades PreK-2]

Introduction: The video you are about to see was filmed in the country of Mexico. The 
children in the film live in a city called Tijuana, which is near the southwestern border of 
California, which is part of the United States. Tijuana is in the area of Mexico known as 
Baja California.

In this video, you will meet Nicole. Nicole and many of the children in the video are from 
families who are seeking a better life in Mexico or in the United States. They are referred to 
as immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. Before they settled in Tijuana, they lived in 
other Mexican cities and towns, or in countries in Central America.  

Nicole is 8 years old, and she loves Tijuana because people are kind and friendly to her 
there. Her parents support her, and they provide her with food and shelter. She also feels 
supported in school, where she has friends to learn and play with. Sadly, however, Tijuana 
is one of the most dangerous cities in the world. In this city there is frequent drug-related 
violence, and corruption is a major problem. Safety is also a major concern. Most mothers 
and fathers must bring their children to and from school each day because they are 
concerned for their children’s safety. Nicole believes if we treat each other with kindness 
and friendship in school and in our neighborhoods, the violence will go away. 

Nicole has many dreams for herself and for other children and families in Tijuana. Many 
children in Tijuana do not have a safe place to learn and make friends. Nicole’s teachers 
believe that education and building friendships are like bridges that will help build a more 
peaceful world. Nicole dreams about better schools and a place to build friendships. To 
make that wish come true, Kids for Peace will build a much-needed pre-primary school and 
friendship center in Nicole’s neighborhood. The friendship center will be a safe place where 
children on both sides of the border can gather to learn, build bridges, and make new 
friends. Nicole hopes you will help make those dreams come true. 

Before you watch the video:

1. What is a border? What is a peninsula?
 a. Look at a map of the world. Find Mexico. 
 b. You will see a line on the map between northern Mexico and some of the states  
 of the United States. The border is a line that separates northern Mexico from the  
 United States. A border also separates countries, states, cities, and towns. 
 c. Can you find Tijuana? It is on the Mexican peninsula known as Baja California. A  
   peninsula is land that has water on three sides.
 d. Can you find other peninsulas on the map?
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2. Find your own town or city on the map. 
 a. Have your teacher use a computer to find out how far away Tijuana is from your  
 school. 
           b. What other cities or towns border your own town or city.
 c. What other countries border your own country?

3. Friendships in your school and neighborhood.
 a. Do you have friends in your school and in your neighborhood? What does it   
 mean to have friends?
 b. What do you and your friends like to do at school?
 c. What do you like to do after school together? 

While you are watching the video:

1. Listen to Nicole as she asks for help to build a school and friendship center. 
2. Watch Nicole’s friends at play. What kinds of activities are they doing on their 
playground? Is Nicole’s playground like yours? Which activities are like the ones you do 
with your friends?
3. See Nicole’s classroom, her teachers, and her classmates? Notice that the students 
wear uniforms. How is Nicole’s classroom like yours? Do you wear school uniforms, too?

After watching the video, talk to your teacher and classmates about these 
questions:

1. Do you agree that kindness builds bridges? Building a bridge can be a connection 
between two places. It can also be a connection or a way to communicate and learn from 
people who live in a different place or in a different way.
2. How are school and education like a bridge to a better life?
3. What do you think the children of Tijuana need? 
4. Nicole’s wish is for a new school and friendship center in her neighborhood. How can 
you and your friends help make Nicole’s wish come true?

Muchas gracias!


